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Autumn Term Assessment Week 2025

Dear Parent/Guardian,

As part of our ongoing commitment to supporting your child, | am writing to inform you about an
exciting new assessment strategy we will be implementing during this half term. This strategy aims
to encourage independent learning, revision, and effective assessment preparation.

Assessment Week Details

Assessment Week will take place from Monday, 8th December (Yr 10 and Yr 11), Tuesday 8"
December (Yr 7, Yr 8 and Yr 9) to Wednesday, 17th December. Please note that the school will
be closed to pupils from Friday, 19th December.

What is Assessment Week?

Assessment Week is designed to give pupils an opportunity to practise revision while being
assessed on the key skills of their respective subjects. The usual timetable will be adapted, and
pupils will follow individual schedules that include assessments, revision sessions, and activity
sessions led by the PE department. Classes will be mixed across Years 7 to 11 to ensure
consistency and rigour in the assessments. Year group timetables will be issued in due course.

e Years 7,8 & 9: Assessments will last between 30 and 40 minutes.
e Years 10 & 11: Assessments will range from 60 minutes to 2 hours, based on past
examination papers.

The results from these assessments will help us track your child’s progress and attainment.

What will my child be doing when not sitting an assessment?

During Assessment Week, while one year group may be sitting an assessment, other year groups
will be engaged in independent revision. Pupils will be expected to revise in silence when not
taking an assessment. In preparation for the week, we will support pupils in developing effective
revision strategies and provide appropriate materials from all subjects. Additional support and
resources will be available throughout the week to aid their revision efforts.

We encourage pupils to bring their own equipment and take responsibility for their revision
materials.

As on a typical school day, we ask that pupils refrain from using the toilet during revision and
assessments. Pupils with a Toilet Pass will continue to have access to the toilets as usual.

What if my child has exam concessions or LSA support?
Any exam concessions, such as extra time or access to a reader, will be applied during
Assessment Week. -
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What if my child accesses the Achievement Centre, REACH centre or Additional Leaning
Needs Support?

Pupils who access the Achievement Centre (AC), REACH Centre (RC), or Additional Learning

Needs (ALN) support will follow a bespoke plan, with assessments integrated into their regular

activities and learning schedule.

What happens if my child is absent from school?

Full attendance is expected during Assessment Week; however, we understand that illness may
occur. Contact will be made with home in cases of unauthorised absence. While we will try to
accommodate missed assessments, it's important to note that the purpose of Assessment Week is
to simulate external exams, where resitting missed examinations is often not possible.

Will | be informed of Assessment Week results?
Pupils will receive their results on Friday, 9t January, during the Assessment Week Results Day.

How can | support my child at home?

In the lead-up to Assessment Week, you can support your child by helping them create a revision
timetable and prepare revision materials. It's also important to encourage their wellbeing
throughout the week by ensuring they take regular breaks, get sufficient rest, and manage stress
effectively.

Below are some useful links to support your child with exam stress:

e https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmy692p
e https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-a-z-mental-health-quide/exam-time/
e https://www.teachertoolkit.co.uk/2022/05/31/16-tips-to-support-revision/

It is important for pupils to take breaks, eat well, and get plenty of sleep when revising and sitting
assessments.

We hope you will join us in supporting your child(ren) in the lead-up to and during Assessment
Week.

Yours sincerely

o

Mr Ransome,
Senior Assistant Headteacher
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